WHAT IS RABIES?








CAN RABIES BE TREATED?

Rabies is a life-threatening disease in
people and animals caused by a virus,
which infects the brain.

There is no cure for rabies. A series of
needles can be given after an animal bite
to help prevent rabies.

Infected animals can pass rabies to
people through their saliva, usually from
a bite.

If you have been bitten by a dog or cat,
the need to have the needles can be
avoided by keeping the animal for observation for 10 days.

In Saskatchewan , foxes, skunks and bats
are the animals most
likely to transmit rabies.
Cats, dogs and other pets that have not
had their rabies vaccination are at risk
of being infected.
WHAT ARE THE SYMPTOMS OF RABIES?

In people, infection begins with symptoms
such as a fever, cough or sore throat. The
disease rapidly progresses to symptoms
such as restlessness, hallucinations and
seizures. The final stage is coma and
death.
In animals, signs may include drooling,
problems swallowing or sometimes foaming
at the mouth, and paralysis. Animals may
act differently. Wild animals may move
slowly or act as if they are tame. Pets that
are usually friendly may snap at you or may
try to bite.

WHAT DO YOU DO IF BITTEN BY AN
ANIMAL?


Let the area bleed and
then wash with soap
and water.



Do not kill the animal. If the animal
must be killed, do not shoot in the
head because the brain will be needed for testing to see if the animal had
rabies.



If possible, hold the
animal for observation
for 10 days. If the animal has rabies it will
die within 10 days. If the animal lives,
it does not have rabies and the needles are not needed.



Get as much information about the
animal as possible … Who owns the
animal? Where is the animal? Was
this a provoked attack?

HOW CAN RABIES BE PREVENTED?
CHILDREN SHOULD NEVER BE LEFT ALONE
WITH ANY ANIMAL.


Vaccinate your pets against rabies.



Do not let your
pets run loose.
Keep your pets
fenced or on a
leash.



Teach children NEVER to approach unfamiliar pets, strays or wild animals,
even if they are friendly.



Teach children to avoid animals that are
eating, caring for their babies or appear
sick.

ALL ANIMAL BITES AND CONTACT WITH
BATS SHOULD BE REPORTED AS EARLY
AS POSSIBLE TO YOUR LOCAL HEALTH
CENTER OR HOSPITAL.

WHAT IS A PROVOKED ATTACK?
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Beating an animal.



Stepping on or bumping into an animal.



Taking babies from their mother.



Interfering in an animal fight.



Trying to touch a frightened animal



Entering a yard that is guarded by a
dog.



Feeding or getting
too near an animal
that is eating.



Teasing an animal.



Walking past an unfamiliar animal.
WHAT IS AN UNPROVOKED ATTACK?



An attack by a pet for an unknown reason.



A bite from your own pet, where the pet
doesn’t have a history of being aggressive.
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PO box 1775
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Meadow Lake Tribal Council
8002 Flying Dust Reserve
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(306) 236-5817
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2300—10th Avenue West
Prince Albert, SK S6V 5R7
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How to Contact Us:
Mailing Address : PO Box 787
Prince Albert, SK S6V 5S4
Location: Chief Joseph Custer I.R. #201
2300-10th Ave W, Cottage 11
Prince Albert, SK. S6V 5N6
Phone: 306-953-0670 Fax: 306-922-0593
www.nitha.com
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